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COUNCIL CONTACT DETAILS 

Council Office Phone: 8629 2019 

Email: council@franklinharbour.sa.gov.au 

Fax: 8629 2152 

Elected Members Mayor EE Elleway 

Telephone No: 8628 5037 

Cr RW Udy 

Telephone No: 8629 6053 

 Dep. Mayor GF Jackson 

Telephone No: 8628 5028 

Cr AF Wildman 

Telephone No: 8629 6075 

 Cr AJ Kaden 

Telephone No: 8629 2283 

Cr AW Zerna 

Telephone No: 8629 2088 

 

 

 

01/ DOG REGISTRATIONS 

NOTICE is hereby given that all dogs within the Council District over the 

age of 3 months are due to be registered after 1
st
 July for the year ending 30

th
 

June 2011.  

REGISTRATION FEES 

TYPE NOT DESEXED DESEXED 

A Working Dog $5.00 $2.50 

A Dog Owned By A Prescribed Person $12.50 6.25 

A Dog Owned By Any Other Person $25.00 $12.50 

Re-registration fees payable to 31
st
 August 2010 at the District Council Office, Main Street 

Cowell, between the hours of 9am and 5pm, Monday to Friday. 

02/ WORKS MANAGER 

Following the recent resignation of Michael Perkins, Council advertised for a new Works 

Manager. 

A pleasing number of applications were received, and following interviews, Council 

appointed Mr. Dennis Petty to the position.  Dennis is currently the Works Manager with the 

Wudinna District Council, and has extensive Local Government and State 

Government/Transport Dept experience.  He will be an able replacement for Michael, who 

has given outstanding service to Council over the last 4 ½ years. 

This Newsletter is distributed following each Council meeting normally held on the 

second Wednesday of each month.  It is distributed through Cowell Bakery, Cowell Deli, 

Cowell IGA Store and Cowell Newsagency.  It is also posted free upon request. 
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03/ BY-LAWS 

The August Council meeting formally adopted three new By–Laws: 

1. Permits and Penalties By–Law 2010 

2. Local Government Land By–Law 2010 

3. Dogs By–Law 2010 

The By–Laws have now been submitted to the State Parliament where they are subject to 

scrutiny by both houses for a statutory period, and may be subject to disallowance if they do 

not fully comply with their requirements.  The By–Laws will become official and 

operational four months after the Parliamentary process. 

04/ LOCUSTS 

Primary Industries & Resources SA (PIRSA) and regional Natural 

Resources Management (NRM) Boards are gearing up for the 2010 Locust 

Control Program throughout the State. 

Local Councils also have a role in the program, along with individual 

landowners who have the prime responsibility for control of Locusts on their land. 

Whilst this region and this Council area are not currently identified as high risk areas, 

landowners are still encouraged to inspect their properties regularly and report any sightings 

of locust activities to the Eyre Peninsula NRM Board or to Council. 

Procedures are currently being developed to coordinate control activities if required. 

05/ 2009/2010 AUDIT 

The 2009/2010 Annual Audit by John Ewen & Associates was scheduled for 18
th

 August, 

but has been delayed until 25
th

 August due to illness within the Audit Staff. 

Council Staff have prepared the Annual Financial Statements in accordance with statutory 

requirements, with Councils new Finance Manager, Bernadette Clelland taking the lead role. 

06/ COUNCIL ELECTIONS/CARETAKER MODE 

Nominations open for the 2010 Council Elections on Tuesday 7
th

 September, and close at 

noon on Tuesday 21
st
 September.  Nomination forms will be available from the Council 

Office. 

A briefing session for intending candidates will be held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 7
th

 September 

2010 at the Council Office, Main Street Cowell. 

From 7
th

 September until the completion of the Election, Council will operate in “Caretaker 

Mode” in accordance with new provisions in the Local Government Act 1999, and in 

accordance with Councils Caretaker Policy. 

Whilst Council is in Caretaker Mode it is unable to enter into certain major contracts or 

make certain decisions relating to employment matters with the Chief Executive Officer etc. 
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07/ PORT GIBBON SHACKS 

The August Council meeting authorised the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer to sign the 

individual contracts for the issue of new freehold titles for the Port Gibbon Shacks, as the 

process is finally nearing completion. 

Approximately half of the contacts have now been completed, and settlements scheduled in 

the near future. 

08/ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 

Councils Chief Executive Officer and Works Manager met with the Regional Manager of 

the Department of Transport, Peter Short, on Tuesday 10
th

 August to discuss general 

Transport issues. 

One of the main topics of discussion was Councils concerns at the width of the Birdseye 

Highway, particularly between Cowell and Cleve. 

This Highway carries a significant number of Road Trains and other heavy vehicles and 

traffic is regularly forced to leave the sealed road to safely pass oncoming heavy vehicles.  

Council believes that shoulder widening on this section of highway should be a high priority 

for the Department, and will follow the matter up further. 

09/ EASTERN EYRE PENINSULA REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT 

PANEL (EEPRDAP) 

The August Council Meeting formally delegated its powers and functions contained in 

Section 20 of the development Act 1993 and the Development Regulations 2008, to the 

newly established Eastern Eyre Peninsula Regional Development Assessment Panel 

(EEPRDAP). 

Minor Development Applications will continue to be processed and approved pursuant to 

separate delegation to Councils Development Services Manager, Laurie Collins, and only 

major applications that are subject to Third Party notifications etc will be dealt with by the 

EEPRDAP. 

10/ BUILDING/DEVELOPMENT STATISTICS 

During the 2009/2010 Financial Year there were 59 Development Applications lodged for 

Council Approval. 

These included:  

11 New and Relocated Dwellings $1,858,199 

9 Commercial Buildings/Extensions $584,400 

15 Domestic Extensions/Renovations $216,700 

24 Garages/Carports $247,431 

  
$2,906,730 
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11/ BUILDING SERVICES OFFICER  

Council‟s Development Services Manager, Mr. Laurie Collins, is available by telephone to 

discuss any building issues that residents may have.  He also visits Cowell one 

full day per month for onsite inspections or advice.  Appointments can be made 

at the Council Office to see him when he visits next.  His next scheduled visits 

will be, Wednesday 8
th

 September, 

Wednesday 27
th

 October 2010 and 17
th

 November. 

12/ WORKS 

Patrol grading has continued throughout the district as good conditions continue.  

Construction work on the final cutting on the Cowell to Kimba Road is nearing completion, 

with the final seal scheduled for September 

Town mowing is being carried out and the usual maintenance attended to. 

13/ SENIOR CITIZENS CHRISTMAS PARTY 

The 48
th

 Annual Senior Citizens Christmas Party will be held at the end of 

November 2010. 

Anyone who has recently become eligible to attend and is not on the current 

invitation list is asked to advise the Council Office so that their names can be 

included for the preparation of Invitations. 

14/ LAND TITLE OFFICE NOTICES 

From To 

Kierran Paul Fiegert & Hayley Ann Fiegert 

Lot 13, Hd Playford 

John James Novak & Roxanne Novak 

15/ ADVICE OF CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP 

From To 

NIL NIL 

16/ LUCKY BAY/PORT GIBBON SHACK TRANSFER 

From To 

NIL NIL 

17/ DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS – APPROVALS ISSUED 

Tondarri Fisheries 

Lot 31, Hd Playford 

Carport & Shed Extensions 

RT & MA Baker 

Lot 10, Hd Playford 

Carport 

SA Story-Phoenix Relocatables 

Lot 2, 4 & 6 Hd Playford 

Dwelling 

18/ DEVELPOMENT APPLICATIONS – REFERRED FOR COMMENT 

NIL  

  

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cityofazle.org/images/pages/N284/contractorman.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cityofazle.org/index.aspx?NID=284&usg=___g731lIF8qiIiWJIxA-ejft5yNM=&h=252&w=239&sz=21&hl=en&start=420&itbs=1&tbnid=tR89o9AYYdQ4cM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=105&prev=/images?q=building+development&start=399&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=21&tbs=isch:1,itp:clipart
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19/ DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS – REFERRED TO DEVELOPMENT 

ASSESSMENT COMMISSION 

NIL  

20/ PLANNING SA – NOTIFICATION OF DECISIONS 

NIL  
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What is Digital TV and why are we switching? 

What is digital free-to-air television?  

The word „digital‟ refers to the way in which signals are sent to and received by your television.  Free-to-air 

TV in Australia is currently broadcast in both digital and analog. However, the analog signals will be phased 

out between 2010 and 2013 and Australian TV will become digital-only.  Analog signals will be switched off 

around regional South Australia, including Cowell, on 15
th

 December 2010. 

Why are we switching to digital TV?  

Most people will enjoy a much better picture and improved sound. It also enables more channels to be 

provided.  By switching to digital, Australia will be keeping pace with the rest of the world, and will continue 

to have access to the latest programs and technology. Switching off analog TV signals will also free up 

broadcast space that could be used for other services for the community. 

What do I need to do to get ready for the switchover?  

After the switchover, free-to-air television will only be available in digital so you‟ll need to have a television 

that can receive digital TV signals. You can convert your existing analog TV by connecting a digital set top 

box, or upgrade to a digital television. One set top box will be needed for each TV you wish to convert. 

How do I know if I’m already ‘digital ready? 

An easy way to tell is checking whether you can receive ABC2 or SBS TWO. These are standard definition 

digital channels and if you can see them, and you don‟t have subscription TV, then it means you are able to 

receive digital free-to-air TV. 

If your TV isn‟t capable of receiving digital broadcasts (i.e. you can‟t view either of these channels), then its 

likely you‟re still viewing analog TV signals which will be switched off on 15
th

 December 2010. 

When can I switch to digital TV?  

Digital TV services are already on the air in Cowell so you can make the switch now. You will need to be 

digital ready by 15
th

 December to keep watching free-to-air channels after 15
th

 December 2010 when the 

analog TV signals are switched off. 

What is the Digital Switchover Household Assistance Scheme? 

What is the Household Assistance Scheme?  

For most people, switching over to digital TV will be a relatively straightforward and inexpensive exercise. 

The Australian Government understands that some people will need help to get ready for digital TV and has 

introduced the Household Assistance Scheme to help eligible households to receive digital free-to-air TV 

signals. 

Who is eligible for the Household Assistance Scheme?  

A household is eligible for help where they have a functioning TV; do not already have access to digital TV 

and at least one or more of its residents are in receipt of the maximum rate of the Age Pension; Disability 

Support Pension; Carer Payment; Department of Veterans‟ Affairs (DVA) Service Pension or Income Support 

Supplement. 

When can I access the Household Assistance Scheme?  

If you are eligible, you will receive a letter from Centrelink during July inviting you to participate in the 

scheme. The letter will provide details on how to receive help through the scheme.  

 



Page No 7 

What help is provided by the Household Assistance Scheme?  

Eligible households will receive a high-definition set top box, have the set top box installed and its operation 

demonstrated, and, have any necessary antenna and cabling work performed if required. This package is free 

of charge, with a maximum of one per household (including if you move house or change residence). If you 

are eligible, a qualified government contracted installer will then call you to make an appointment for an 

installer to come to your home and provide the installation. The installer will send you a letter to confirm the 

appointment time. The government contracted installer will not charge you for this service. If you have any 

doubts about the identity of the contractor, please call 1800 20 10 13. 

Is there a difference if I rent or own my own home? 

If you live in a rented home, the installer can supply and install a set top box and upgrade the indoor antenna 

or cabling, but they cannot make changes to external antennas or cabling. You may wish to speak to your 

landlord or the relevant owners corporation to arrange these upgrades, if required. If you own your home, the 

installer can supply and install a set top box and make any necessary changes to your cabling and antenna 

system. Depending on where you live, you may need permission from your owners corporation or local 

council before any changes can be made to external antennas. 

Antennas and Endorsed Antenna Installers 

Will I need a new antenna to be able to receive digital TV? 

Most existing antennas should be able to receive digital transmissions without any problem, but in some cases 

you may need to upgrade your antenna equipment to receive reliable digital signals. 

You will need to find out if the current TV antenna is designed for the same band of operation that the digital 

TV broadcasts in the area will be transmitted on. In some cases it will need to be upgraded because the new 

digital channels are in a new frequency band or because the antenna is older or not in good condition. An 

endorsed antenna installer can help advise you on what you need to do. 

How do I find an endorsed antenna installer? 

There are installers in Port Lincoln and Whyalla who have been endorsed under the Australian Government‟s 

Antenna Installer Endorsement Scheme. You can recognise these installers by their badges, which have the 

„Get Ready for digital TV‟ logo on them. These installers have had their skills assessed online against agreed 

industry standards. A list of endorsed antenna installers is available at www.digitalready.gov.au or contacting 

1800 20 10 13. 

What do if I live in a unit or apartment with a shared antenna system? 

Your building may need to upgrade its antenna system in order to ensure good quality access to digital TV. 

This may be necessary if, for example, components are broken, corroded, outdated or of poor quality. In some 

cases it will need to be upgraded either because the new digital channels are in a new frequency band or 

because the antenna is older or not in good condition and can‟t receive adequate signal. The building‟s 

antenna system (including cabling) can be assessed by an antenna installer with experience in master antenna 

TV (MATV) systems to find out if it needs to be replaced or upgraded. Responsibility for the upgrade of 

antenna systems in rental properties should be discussed with your landlord. There is no legal obligation on a 

landlord to supply a television antenna or to guarantee television reception. However, your landlord may be 

willing to finance the upgrade in order to maintain the value of the property.  

 

www.digitalready.gov.au
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Getting help on the digital switchover 

I need some advice on the best sort of equipment for digital TV.  Where can I find out more? 

The Digital Ready website has a lot of advice about how to switchover to digital TV, including information on 

set-top boxes, digital TV recorders, and the difference between standard definition (SD) and high definition 

(HD) equipment. You could also ask to speak to a Digital Advisor in local retail stores. They have completed 

training to be able to inform customers about the full range of options for getting ready for digital TV. You 

can find participating stores on the Digital Ready website or by calling the information line at 1800 20 10 13. 

Major retailers in Port Lincoln are participating in the program. 

What will happen to my DVD and VCR after the switchover to digital TV? 

You can still use your DVD or VCR to play discs or recordings you have already made. If your DVD recorder 

has an integrated digital tuner, you will be able to record digital television to play back later. If not, you will 

need to connect a digital set-top box to the DVD recorder. If you want to use your VCR to continue recording 

programs from the TV, you may need to attach a set top box to the VCR as well as attach a set top box to the 

television. This will enable you to watch one program while recording another. If you only want to record the 

program you are currently watching, you will only need one set top box. 

Answering your questions about the digital switchover 

I’ve converted to digital, but am still having trouble getting good reception. What should I do? 

If your analog TV reception has been good, it‟s likely that your digital reception will also be good. If not, you 

should start by rescanning your digital TV or set-top box. You may have to do this a couple of times to ensure 

you‟re receiving all the available channels. To the extent you are able; you should also check the cables and 

connectors of your set-top box to ensure that nothing is loose or badly connected. If after doing this your 

reception is still not satisfactory, you should consider engaging a qualified antenna technician to provide you 

with advice on how to improve your TV reception. A properly qualified antenna technician can measure both 

analog and digital TV signal levels at your home and offer advice about antenna selection, positioning and 

orientation, and the choice of correct cables, connectors and equipment to get the best reception. 

I have an HDTV. Do I need to buy a set-top box? 

No. Your TV has an in-built digital tuner which on its own can receive digital TV. If your TV can receive 

ABC2 or SBS Two, it is already receiving digital TV. Set-top boxes are only required for analog TVs that 

cannot receive digital TV signals. 

Helping others switch to digital TV 

I know some people who haven’t converted to digital TV yet. What should I tell them to do? 

After 15
th

 December 2010, you will need to be able to receive digital TV to watch free-to-air TV in Cowell. 

There are government approved Digital Advisors in retail stores who can offer more advice on how to get 

ready for digital TV, and an endorsed antenna installer can also provide advice on how to get the best 

reception for digital TV. There is also a Digital Switchover Liaison Officer who can work with local 

community groups and organisations on getting ready. 

When should I plan to switch? 

You should think about converting now. The sooner you convert the sooner you will be able to enjoy the 

benefits of digital television. If you have more than one television in your home, you might want to plan to 

convert each set over a course of time. But once all the TVs, VCRs and DVD recorders in your house on 

which you want to watch or record digital TV are converted, you don‟t need to do anything more, and you 

probably won‟t notice when the switchover occurs in your area. 
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How can I help others that are eligible for assistance access help? 

If you have a family member that you think may be eligible for assistance, you can get more information for 

them on the Household Assistance Scheme by visiting  www.digitalready.com.au or by calling 1800 20 10 13. 

If they are eligible for assistance, you can help them to book in an appointment with a government contracted 

installer. 

Set top boxes 

What is a set top box? 

A set top box enables you to watch digital TV broadcasts on an analog TV. If you want to keep your existing 

analog TV, you‟ll need a set top box to be able to see digital free-to-air TV after the switchover. Set top boxes 

range from standard definition (SD) models to high definition (HD) models and may include different 

features. It‟s best to shop around before you decide which set top box suits your needs. 

Is there a difference between set top boxes? 

A SD set top box will only let you see the free-to-air digital channels broadcast in SD, while an HD box will 

also let you see both the SD and the HD channels provided by the free-to-air networks.  The ABC and SBS 

both provide HD services in Cowell. For example, the ABC News 24 channel is broadcast only in HD so you 

will need an HD set top box or HD digital TV to watch it. 

How can I tell the difference between SD and HD equipment? 

The Government has introduced a labelling scheme to help consumers identify equipment that is SD or HD. 

Look for the yellow or purple labels which will indicate whether the equipment is digital ready for either SD 

or HD. 

Which option is better – set top box, digital TV recorder or built-in tuner? 

This depends on your circumstances. A set top box is usually the cheapest option to convert an existing 

television. A digital TV recorder will enable your existing analog TV to both view and record digital TV. 

Many new television sets contain a built-in digital tuner and don‟t need anything other than an antenna. If you 

are already subscribing or planning to subscribe to a subscription TV service, you may wish to check with 

your provider and enquire about their options. 

Options for Switching to Digital TV 

What is a digital TV recorder? 

A digital TV recorder is a device can both receive the digital services and record them in some format, 

normally to a hard drive. You can get a digital TV recorder to be able to timer record digital TV programs on 

different channels on different days. Digital TV recorders can be known by different names have many names, 

including Digital Video Recorders (DVRs), Personal Video Recorders (PVRs), or Hard Disk Recorders (HD 

Recorders). There is a wide range of products available, and it is recommended you consult a Digital Advisor 

in a retail store for advice on the product best suited for your needs.  

 

http://www.digitalready.com.au/
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I can’t receive new digital channels that are available in my area. What should I do? 

Not all digital TV receivers automatically detect the arrival of a new digital TV channel. As a result, some 

receivers will require a „re-tune‟ or „re-scan‟ every time a new channel is launched. 

Manual re-tuning of digital services is usually done through the menu button on the remote control of a digital 

television or set top box. Usually the option of re-tuning is available in the „set-up‟ menu. Once you have 

accessed this menu you should choose 'rescan', 'store channels', 'retune' or 'replace' and allow the set to 

automatically identify digital services. A re-tune will identify and remember all the digital services that a 

television is able to receive. 

For more information on getting ready for digital TV, visit www.digitalready.gov.au, or call 1800 20 10 13. 

You can also find your nearest retail store Digital Advisor to help you with more information on switchover 

and digital TV equipment, or an endorsed antenna installer.  

http://www.digitalready.gov.au/

