
Life in “The Twilight Zone” 
2020 will go down in history for a lot of the wrong reasons. It 
started with Australia being devastated by bushfires on a    
previously unimaginable scale. Just as we were getting the 
fires out the Coronavirus was starting to gain traction in    
China and very quickly became a global pandemic that poses 
a serious threat to every country on the planet. 
All councils across Australia have been heavily engaged with 
both State and Federal government agencies during the last 
month, both in efforts to “stop the spread” of the COVID-19 
and to be prepared to deal with a serious outbreak should it 
occur. I must say that I have been very impressed by the 
commitment and capability of all levels of government in 
dealing with this crisis and equally impressive has been the 
efforts of all Australians and their united commitment to “do 
the right thing”. 
 
The media speak of little else and, as important as it is that 
we all keep informed, I think most people get a little tired of 
hearing about COVID-19 24/7, so when I heard that the 
queen was going to give a “Coronavirus address” I did       
wonder what relevance this could possibly have.              
Nonetheless, I watched and it soon became apparent to me 
that no one had told Her Majesty that the AFL season was 
off, because in “footy speak” it seemed to me that she wasn’t 
at Windsor, but rather was at the MCG where she took a high 
flying mark at roughly halfback, sprinted down the ground, 
and kicking from about 55 metres out, she “drilled” it right 
between the goal posts. No doubt she then had a well       
deserved cup of tea. 
 
In roughly the time it would have taken for her cup of tea to 
cool down enough to drink, she united her people, gave them 
the resolve to do what needs to be done, made them feel 
proud to be doing the right thing, and gave them reassurance 
that “better days will come”. She absolutely “nailed it” like no 
other world leader has managed to do and, when you think 
about it why, wouldn’t she! This is a lady that has been 
Queen for almost 70 years and will, this month celebrate her 
94th birthday. Boris Johnson is her 15th Prime Minister,    
Winston Churchill was her first! Her longevity gives her       
wisdom, perspective and great credibility both in the UK, the          
Commonwealth, and globally. In the UK she is now literally 
the “poster girl” for the fight against the Coronavirus. I think 
we could all learn and gain some inspiration from her words 
in these trying times. 
 
 
 
 

As Australians we tend to be competitive and “sports mad” 
and we like to keep a keen eye on the scoreboard. At this 
point in time there is no question that we are doing very 
well on the COVID-19 scoreboard, but it is still early days 
and we need to maintain the disciplined approach for quite 
some time yet. Most of us have probably secretly dared to 
dream of being good enough to represent Australia in some 
shape or form and, in the fight against Coronavirus, we     
actually all are. What we do as individuals impacts that  
rather grim scoreboard, so let’s all “play this” to the best of 
our ability and let’s keep doing it “with quite good natured 
resolve”. Australians are good at this and country people 
are really good at this. Just get the job done with no fuss 
and no panic and keep looking out for one another. It looks 
to me that that is exactly what the people of Franklin      
Harbour have been doing and happily, we are not yet even 
on the scoreboard. 
 

It would seem that a lot of people are finding some good in 
all of this and that is not to downplay the tragic loss of life 
and economic hardships being endured by so many. It has 
provided an opportunity to “slow down, reflect and pause” 
and to get back to basics. Families are staying at home and 
doing things together, there has been a rapid escalation in 
people planting veggies and getting chooks, making things 
in their sheds and sewing rooms, pollution levels the world 
over have dramatically reduced, the world is at this point 
united in a fight against a common enemy (the civil war in 
Yemen was stopped because it was more important to fight 
COVID-19 together than to fight each other). In short, the 
mad rush to be here, there and everywhere has stopped. 
These are good things and it makes you wonder what the 
world will look like after this. Maybe, just maybe some   
positives will come out of this disaster. There is much to 
think about while we “lay low” and do the right thing and 
get through this, and of course we will.  
 
We even got a special mention from the queen last week 
and her experience, position, and longevity make her a lady 
worth listening to, particularly when the going gets tough: 
 
“Whilst it can be difficult to remain hopeful in such           
challenging times, especially following the summer’s         
devastating bushfires and recent flooding, I am confident 
that the stoic and resilient nature of the Australian people 
will rise to the challenge. 
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You will remain in my prayers in the coming months, with 
the resolute knowledge that with hard work, faith and     
unity, we will rise to the challenges ahead and ensure the 
health and vitality of all Australia’s communities. I send my 
thanks and warmest good wishes to you all.” 
 Queen Elizabeth II 
 

Major Projects update 
The Coolanie water scheme is now complete. There is     
water in the pipe and tanks, and it is ready for farmers to   
connect. 
This project has been a major success for this area and we 
would like to thank everyone that has contributed to this 
very worthwhile scheme. 
Good progress continues to be made with the earthworks 
for the Marina Basin with the Northern breakwater now 
almost complete and looking very good. 
 

Council Office 
Our council office remains open should you need to come 
in, but we do encourage you to try and deal with any     
council business, questions or queries via telephone or 
email.  
 

Dr Joy O’Hazy 

Please be advised that Dr Joy O’Hazy a Women’s Health 
Practitioner will be conducting phone consults until        
restrictions are lifted due to the COVID-19 at the Cowell 
Medical Practice once a month on the following dates: 

20th May & 17th June. Please contact the surgery on       
(08) 8629 2504 for an appointment. 

 

Council After Hours  - Friendly Reminder 

Please ring Council on 0428 292 019 for after hours     
emergencies. This phone is only monitored after hours so 
don’t ring it during Office hours. 

 
Cowell Hospital 
Please find attached an update from the Cowell Hospital 
regarding visiting hours and services. 
 

March Rainfall -  9.6mm 

 

Shane Gill 

Chief Executive Officer 
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Contact details & Elected Members 

Cr. S Franklin 
0427 296 001 
franklin@franklinharbour.sa.gov.au 

 

 
Cr. AG Giles 
0428 855 909 
ggiles@franklinharbour.sa.gov.au 

Cr. TP Rehn 
0428 292 239 
rehn@franklinharbour.sa.gov.au 

 

 
Cr. RL Deer 
0427 005 720 
deer@franklinharbour.sa.gov.au 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 
P 08 8629 2019 

council@franklinharbour.sa.gov.au 

www.franklinharbour.sa.gov.au   

 

Emergency / Out of Hours 

0428 292 019       

 

Mayor RJ Walsh 
0429 862 922 
walsh@franklinharbour.sa.gov.au 

 

Cr. DM Wagner 
0428 618 175 
wagner@franklinharbour.sa.gov.au 



DISTRICT COUNCIL OF  
FRANKLIN HARBOUR      
COUNCIL MEETING 

Wednesday 13th May 2020 
@ 1:00pm via electronic  

location  

 

 
THE FOLLOWING EVENTS HAVE BEEN 

POSTPONED 

BOWLS—NIGHT OWLS  

RSL :Cards for everyone  

 Men’s Snooker & Pool  

Bingo Wednesdays  

 Bar & a Sausage Sizzle Fridays  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

GOLF SEASON 
 

Sunday 19th April First 
game—9 hole           
Ambrose teams of 2 
names in by 12:45pm 
tee off at 1.00pm 

Due to cancellation of formal ANZAC commemorations nationally the RSL is promoting  Light Up The Dawn activities. This 
encourages Australians to commemorate from their homes, driveways and balconies to show individual but united            
remembrance of sacrifice and service because ANZAC Day belongs to the people. The concept has come about from a     
public and RSL groundswell on mainstream and social media. We need to make the most of the circumstances - we are all in 
this together.  

You can choose your own time or method of remembrance. Or you can listen live to the ABC891 local radio as Peter    
Goers will be reciting the Ode on air at 5:55, followed by the playing of the Last Post and two minutes silence. I know 
some people will be playing the Last Post on their own instruments, in their driveways, as a mark of respect.  

If you wish to conduct your own service at home, log on to http://rslsa.org.au/light-up-the-dawn/for the full service. 

Another terrific site is www.rslanzacspirit.com.au—ideas to get the kids involved. 
 

How different this day will be to last year, when we commemorated our 100 years. But no matter the circumstance we will 
never forget to remember and honour their sacrifice and service from all conflicts. 

LEST WE FORGET. 

 If anyone takes photos of how they pay their respects, and are happy to 
share them on our FB page that would be appreciated. Please visit    
Cowell RSL FB for updates. 

S Grund  (secretary/Cowell RSL Sub Branch.) 

http://www.rslanzacspirit.com.au/






NEWSLETTER 

TO THE HOUSEHOLDER APRIL 2020 

NO. 610 

 

Did you know that camping areas are provided in the following areas within the Franklin Harbour: 

 The RV Park,  with locations accessible through to the township of Port Gibbon , Lucky Bay and Ulbana 
 Weir (Payne’s Weir) 

 

All campers must have self contained toilet facilities with the exception of Lucky Bay & Port Gibbon . 

 Port Gibbon Township has the following facilities: a playground, toilets and coin operated hot showers. 

Lucky Bay has the following facilities: a boat ramp, toilets and coin operated hot showers. 

Permits are required to camp within the area  for $5 per night per vehicle or $25 per week per vehicle with a 
maximum stay of 14 days. These can be purchased at the allocated pay stations at the locations listed as 

well as the Council Office, Cowell Hardware, Cowell Roadhouse. 

Local Residents and Rate Payers  are able to camp at no cost. 


